CHAPTER FORTY-THIRD
We Give a Charity Performance of " Camille," and Are Struck with Amazement at our Success — Mr. Palmer Takes the Cue and Produces " Camille " for Me at the Union Square.
THEN came the great " charity benefit/' and " Ca-mille " — that " Ninon de 1'Enclos " of the drama, who, in spite of her years, can still count lovers at her feet
It is amazing how much accident has to do with the career of actors. Shakespeare says:
" There 's a divinity that shapes our ends, Rough-hew them how we will."
And heaven knows I " rough-hewed " the " Camille " proposition to the best of my power. I came hurrying back to New York, specially to act at the mighty benefit, given for the starving poor of the city. Every theatre was to give a performance on the same day, and a ticket purchased was good at any one of them. I had selected " Love's Sacrifice," an old legitimate play, for that occasion and Mr. Palmer had cast it, when an actress suddenly presented herself at his office declaring she had made that play her property, by her own exceptional work in it in former years, at another theatre. Threatening hysterics often prove valuable weapons in a manager's office, where, strangely enough, " a scene " is hated above all things.
I was informed of this lady's claim to a play that was anybody's property, and at once withdrew in the interest of peace. But what then was to be done for the benefit?
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